
Olds Junior Senior High School:  A Brief History 

1891 Six students are taught by Mrs. James Marshall, the first teacher in Olds, in her home. 

1892 Olds School District #235 of the Northwest Territories is established. 

1893 More pupils taught in the first school house that is built, just east of the railway track at the 

south crossing.  (Currently Martinson-Harder property) 

1903 J.W. Russell becomes principal. 

1904 A 2-storey brick building is built on the current OHS property.  It was designed with four 

classrooms in order to alleviate overcrowding . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1905  Alberta becomes a province. 

1907 James Hamilton is principal. (See photo below, school is prominent building in the background) 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1912 Two one-room frame schools are built east of the brick school to ease overcrowding.  At this  
 time, The Gazette publishes all names and examination marks of students.  
 
1915  A small frame school is built north of the brick school for the high school. 
 
1919 The original frame school is expanded to include three classrooms, a lab and a staffroom.  High
 School is not taught in the rural schools so students who wished to attend Olds High School  
 make living arrangements to stay in town. 
 
1921 George Harper becomes principal. 

1924 Gordon Ferguson becomes principal.  The first Parent Teachers Association is formed. 

1927 R.E. Stewart is principal. 

1930 The brick school is demolished.  A new building is built.  It is a red brick structure with a 

gymnasium, polished floors and washrooms with showers.  Because of the indoor plumbing, and 

so few homes with indoor plumbing, for a time, students are on a schedule to shower after 

school.  This school is considered to be άstate of the art.έ  Many country students travel to 

school by horseback.  With the addition of the gym, Phys. Ed classes are offered year round and 

drama productions get bigger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1931 Mr. Davidson becomes principal.   

1935 Sandy Hodgins becomes principal.   

1939 Shop and Home Economics are introduced into the school, but had to take place off campus. 

1940 Edmund Erickson becomes principal. Two classrooms, a science lab and a typing room, are 

added to the school. (Note picture below, school is at the very top, just right of center) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1942 W.C. Frost becomes principal. 

1943 H. L. King becomes principal. 

1945 H. G. Forgues become principal. 

1947 ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ сέȄфέ ǇŀǇŜǊ ōƻǳƴŘ ōƻƻƪΦ 

1952 Two wings to the school are added, one on the northeast corner and one on the northwest side. 

1953  Hugh Teskey becomes principal. 

1955 School crowding continues to be a problem and finally, a new school is proposed. 

1956 Tom Smith becomes principal. 

1957 The Olds Junior Senior High School building is completed, but as it turns out, it is still not big 
enough.  The cost to build it is one million dollars. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1959 Olds School District #235 becomes part of the Olds School Division #31.  (The Olds Elementary 

School is built across town.) 

1961 Olds School Division #31 and Mountain View Municipal District amalgamate to become  
 County of Mountain View #17. 
 
1962 Yearbook QuƻǘŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΥ ά¢ƘŜse have laboured that truth might live in later  
 ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ   
 
1964 Yearbook Quote:  άI shall hƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ  ~Plato   (Prophecy for Olds 

Goodbye to the Building Reunion?)   
 
1965 The new Canadian flag is raised on May 12. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The yearbooks throughout these years are ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘƘŜ ±ƻƛŎŜέΣ ŀƴŘ have an OHS coat of arms  

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘƛƴ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ άƴǳƭƭƛ ǎŜŎǳƴŘǳǎΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ά{ŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƻ bƻƴŜΦέ 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1967 /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ς The centennial emblem is put into the tiles in the foyer and  
 a stained glass window is put into the front stairwell of the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1968 Addition is added to the east to ease overcrowding.  Junior and Senior High are finally together.  
One portion of the old Junior High building is kept, (a four-room wing).  It is painted white and 
ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƧ aŀƘŀƭΦέ  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1969 The school begins to follow a semester system. 
 
1973   Second gymnasium is built.  (East Gym) 

1974 Don Hale becomes principal.  (The Horizon School is built across town) 

1975 Fire destroys the first auditorium (west gym) and all its contents, including a grand piano and 

student honour-roll plaques. Classes are held at Olds College. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


